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fire, and told him exactly what I thought about our lost oppor-
tunities. How for weeks we had counted on him coming to
our aid with his six divisions. I had accompanied his Staff
officers to Tenedos to point out the area we would net for his
transports, but was not surprised, after seeing the preparations
which had been made to resist a landing, that he had abandoned
his campaign in Asia, but why could he not have come to
Gallipoli with his army and' burst through the Turkish defences
from Suvla ? I gathered from his reply that as he had com-
manded the Third Army in France he could hardly be expected
to serve under Sir Ian.* I told him that Sir Ian would have
been.quite prepared to serve loyally under his command, if
that was a condition for the co-operation of the French reinforce-
ments in Gallipoli. j* Sarrail was incredulous. I swore that it
was true and that Sir Ian had told me so at the time. I said
that Sir Ian had only one thought and that was the success of
the enterprise ; he was quite ready to efface himself to that end.
If he (Sarrail) had come with his six divisions, we would have
been in Constantinople by now. The Fleet had kst fought on
the 18th March and the Army on the 2ist August; since then
the campaign had been allowed to peter out. His Salonika
Campaign had assisted to kill ours. I told him that he had missed
the opportunity of a lifetime ; if he had only come to Gallipoli
he would have been <e Sarrail de Constantinople." I am sure
that he believed me. He sat glum and frowning and said:
" Je le crois, Commodore." In the record I wrote of this
conversation that night I concluded: "I don't think Sarrail
sees his way clear to any big achievement here."

It was torment to me to think of what might have been if
that splendid army, which was employed for several months
digging entrenchments and making roads in a malaria-infested
country, had only been allowed to co-operate with the Fleet in
forcing the Dardanelles.

In 1919 Mr. Balfour told me that after his conversations with
me in London in 1915 he had always felt convinced that I was

* I did not know until I read
that Sarrail had originally been
latter was badly wounded, but h
on an independent command.
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